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William Hogarth (1751) Gin Lane 



‘But now our common people are so 
infatuated with Geneva, that … in less 
than an age, we may expect a fine 
spindle-shank’d generation.’ 
Daniel Defoe, Augusta Triumphans (1728) 

“What must become of the infant who is 
conceived in gin … Are these wretched 
infants … to become our future sailors 
and our future grenadiers.” 
Henry Fielding, An Inquiry into the Cause of the Late Increase in 
Robbers (1751) 
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Legislative controls  
(Jennings, P. (2008) The Local) 

 

 

1839: Sale of spirits to under-16s for consumption in London pubs banned 

 

1872: Ban extended to whole of England and Wales 

 

1886: Sale of any alcohol to under-13s banned 

 

1901: Minimum age raised to 14 

 

1902: Sale of alcohol to under-14s in sealed bottles banned 
 
  



‘The offspring of drunken fathers and mothers inherit not only a 

tendency to vice, but they come into the world physically and 

mentally unfit to conquer in life’s battle … The country’s asylums 

are crowded with pauper idiots and lunatics, who owe their 

wretched condition to the sin of the parents.’ 
 

George Sims, How the Poor Live (Chatto and Windus, 1889: 22) 

 

See Gutzke, D. (1984) ‘The Cry of the Children: The Edwardian medical 

campaign against maternal drinking’, Addiction 79, 71-84 



‘Some, and I count myself among the 

number, would make it their first object to 

improve the character of the places where 

alcohol is sold.’ 

 

‘It might therefore seem to have been a 

waste of good effort to pass [The Child 

Messenger Act], when so many of greater 

importance are sadly required.’ 

 
Charles Booth, Life and Labour of the People of 

London, Notes on Influences and Conclusion 

(Macmillan, 1902: 103 and 68)  



Legislative controls  
(Jennings, P. (2008) The Local) 

 

 

1839: Sale of spirits to under-16s for consumption in London pubs banned 

 

1872: Ban extended to whole of England and Wales 

 

1886: Sale of any alcohol to under-13s banned 

 

1901: Minimum age raised to 14 

 

1902: Sale of alcohol to under-14s in sealed bottles banned 

 

1908: Under-14s banned from public houses 

 

1994: ‘Children’s Certificates’ allow under-14s where food is served 

 

2003: Restrictions removed 
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Summing up 
 

 

Concerns over harms to children reflect actual conditions, but also wider 

social frameworks 

 

The ‘normalisation’ question is longstanding (and unresolved) 

 

Direct influences (e.g. parenting) are critical, but cannot be abstracted from 

wider social and retail environments 
 
 


